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What is UDL?
 



Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
principles: An overview

Affective Networks:

The “why” of learning

Multiple Means of Engagement: 
Different ways to encourage excitement and interest in the 
topic / learning. (e.g., hooks, choices, teamwork)

Recognition Networks:

The “what” of learning

Multiple Means of Representation: 
Present information in different formats (e.g., text, images, 
audio) 

Strategic Networks:

The “how” of learning

Multiple Means of Action and Expression: 
Demonstrate learning in different ways (e.g., writing, 
speaking, podcasts, videos, drawing).



Engagement

Provide meaningful 
and valuable 
experiences

Learner agency

Provide a space 
where learners feel 
they belong

Inspires confidence 
and independence

Opportunity to 
make and learn 
from mistakes

Assistive 
technology 



Representation

Adjustable settings 
(personalization) 

Honouring different 
forms of learning (e.g. 

oral forms)

Multiple formats 
(image, video, 
voice)

Different forms of 
language

Translation tools

Assistive 
technology 



Action and Expression

Interaction with 
accessibility tools

Honouring different 
forms of 

communication 

Interaction 
with 
accessible 
environments 

Sharing ideas and 
learnings with tools

Composing ideas 
using tools

Assistive 
technology 



UDL in action
Success stories of UDL implementation

○ Case studies of UDL in action

○ Sheboygan Falls school district in Wisconsin

○ Goodwin College

○ Stories from individuals

○ CAST webinars

Get a Digital Badge for UDL from UCD

https://www.adcet.edu.au/inclusive-teaching/universal-design-for-learning/udl-resources/udl-case-studies
https://www.cast.org/impact/udl-spotlight/sheboygan-falls-wisconsin-moving-toward-intentional-design
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKvLcn7yIbk
https://www.cast.org/40th-anniversary/sharing-cast-stories#stories
https://www.cast.org/search?query=success+stories
https://www.ucd.ie/universityforall/universaldesign/digitalbadgeforudl/


Why UDL?
 



An estimated 1.3 billion people experience 
significant disability. This represents 16% of the 

world’s population, or 1 in 6 of us.

Source: WHO

World Health Organization Statistics

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health


Larger impact of UDL



Moving from ‘disability services’ to ‘access for all’



Curb cut effect



A survey of university students found at least 
18% of students without a disability considered 

accessibility technologies like TTS technology 
“necessary.” 

Source: Educause

https://library.educause.edu/resources/2022/10/2022-students-and-technology-report-rebalancing-the-student-experience


“After a long day reading gets more demanding, it can be 
nice to have a tool that reads the text aloud for you. So it’s 
not only for students who have trouble reading; it’s also for 
all students who prefer to listen to text instead of reading.”



Text to Speech is an essential element of 
Assistive Technology, creating an audio 

version of content, supporting ALL learners



Accessibility
Neurodiverse learners

Dyslexia
Learning disability

Foreign born
Multilingual learners

Cognitive load

ACCESSIBILITY

20% of the population with:
Limited literacy skills
Visual impairments
Learning disabilities

Dyslexia 
Foreign-born

Engagement
Bimodal presentation

Comprehension
Inclusion

Online learning
Learning choice

ENGAGEMENT
Comprehension

Foreign languages
Online learners

Universal Design for Learning
Teaching and learning differently

Vocal assistance for forms
Bi-modal presentation

PTSDConvenience
Student workload
Teacher workload

All devices
Exam mode

All content types

CONVENIENCE
Mobile

Usability
Learning on-the-go

Busy adult and part-time learners
who need to multitask
Personal preference

Learners

Who benefits from ReadSpeaker Text-To-Speech?

Leveraging technology creates a superior
user experience for ALL users



ReadSpeaker can be used by ALL learners



● Listen with one click 

● 200 + voices, 50 + languages

● Speech-enhanced learning tools

● Assessment and 

accommodations support

● Access to usage statistics

● WCAG, GDPR compliant 

● Easy integration

● Experienced support team 



● Accessibility bundle
● Seamless integration of 

accessibility features 
● Engaging and 

personalized learning 
experiences 



Contact us for more 
information or to 

set up a demo

Q&A


